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COMMISSION DECISION
of 19.6.2015
on the signature of a Joint Statement to take action on working in partnership in
achieving the European Research Area (ERA)

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular
Article 179 thereof,
Whereas:

EN

(1)

The European Council of 4 February 2011 called for completing the European
Research Area by 2014 to create a genuine single market for knowledge, research and
innovation. The European Council of 24-25 September 2013 confirmed the end of
2014 deadline.

(2)

The Commission Communication on 'A Reinforced European Research Area
Partnership for Excellence and Growth' adopted on 17 July 2012 called for a
partnership between Member States, stakeholder organisations and the Commission.
That partnership is contributing to the realisation and functioning of the European
research area in the meaning of Article 179 of the Treaty.

(3)

The signature of a Joint Statement and Memoranda of Understanding (17 July 2012)
and a Joint Declaration (13 December 2013) provided the basis of the partnership
between the Commission and the stakeholder organisations, acknowledging the
particular importance and role of the European research stakeholder organisations for
the realisation of the European Research Area by 2014.

(4)

The Commission Communication on the ERA Progress Report of 15 September 2014
confirms that the ERA partnership has made good progress in delivering ERA and that
the stakeholder organisations continuously support the ERA agenda. However, more
needs to be done to make ERA fully operational and it is up to Member States and
research stakeholders to implement the necessary ERA reforms and make ERA work.

(5)

The Commission Communication on the ERA Progress Report of 15 September 2014
and the related Council Conclusions of 5 December 2014 identified potential new
challenges, such as the need for tighter integration of research and innovation
objectives and the need to improve the ERA monitoring mechanism.

(6)

The signing of a Joint Statement by the Commission and stakeholder organisations is
necessary to give visibility to and reinforce the specific Commission – stakeholder
axis of the partnership. In the Joint Declaration of 13 December 2013 the stakeholder
organisations expressed their willingness to continue working in 2014 in partnership
towards the achievement of the ERA. Considering the need to tackle the new
challenges identified, the signing of a Joint Statement is also necessary in order to
address those needs as well as to strengthen the partnership by including new
stakeholder organisations.
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1
The Joint Statement by the Conference of European Schools for Advanced Engineering
Education and Research (CESAER), the European Association of Research and Technology
Organisations (EARTO), the European University Association (EUA), the League of
European Research Universities (LERU), Science Europe (SE) and the European Commission
to take action on working in partnership in achieving the European Research Area (ERA) (the
'Joint Statement'), as set out in the Annex, is approved.
Article 2
The Commissioner in charge of Research, Science and Innovation is authorised to sign on
behalf of the European Commission the Joint Statement.
Done at Brussels, 19.6.2015

For the Commission
Carlos MOEDAS
Member of the Commission

EN

3

EN

