To: Minister Simona Kustec, Commissioner Mariya Gabriel
Brussels, 4 October 2021

Open letter on ERA governance

Honourable Minister Simona Kustec and Commissioner Mariya Gabriel,

With this letter, the undersigned representatives of research and innovation (R&l) organisations
wish to reiterate to the member states and the European Commission the added value of
including European R&l stakeholders in the ERA governance system, especially in both its
co-creation and implementation. The R&I stakeholders provide high-quality, collective input from
different communities within the R&I system, all of which are necessary to achieve an effective
and resilient ERA. Including stakeholders in the development of ERA policies and legislation in a
structured and sustained way will help the design and take up of ERA policies.

Reminding you of our longstanding and strong historical commitment and efforts towards ERA,
and recalling the clear calls for stakeholders’ involvement in the Communication ‘A new ERA
for Research and Innovation’ and in the subsequent Council Conclusions, we therefore strongly
welcome and support the proposal of the Slovenian Presidency in the draft Council Conclusions
published on 7 September as they appropriately “invite the Commission to guarantee that the
ERA Forum will:

* ensure appropriate representation at its meetings of the following sectors: universities,
research and technology organisations, R&l-intensive businesses, individual researchers
and innovators, research infrastructures and R&I-funding organisations, [...]

» set up an open online voluntary stakeholder register to increase transparency in the
identification of the ERA stakeholders involved in the work of the ERA Forum and its sub-
groups.”

Considering the above proposal for ERA stakeholder involvement, as representatives of
European R&I organisations we commit to coordinating and self-organising by sector as
proposed, to ensure effective engagement and structural representation of different perspectives
in the ERA governance.

In light of the future Competitiveness Council that will finalise the ERA governance proposal

at the end of November, we remain fully committed to working with you and supporting your
continued efforts to ensure structured and systematic R&I stakeholders’ involvement in the ERA
Forum.

Yours sincerely,


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0628&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0628&from=EN
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/12/01/new-european-research-area-council-adopts-conclusions/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11622-2021-INIT/en/pdf
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