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ǒ CESAER is a non-profit organization founded over 30 years ago

ǒ We have 57 member universities in Europe and beyond

ǒ Both technical universities and comprehensive universities with a strong focus on science 

& technology are members

ǒ We are an acknowledged stakeholder organization working closely with many EU 

institutions, notably the European Commission, Parliament and Council

ǒ Our Members together have over 1 million students and 

almost 100,000 academic staff

ǒ Together we have many thousands of EU-funded projects 

ǒ And we have been awarded billions of Euros worth of European research funding 

CESAER
Our activities



On three levels 

ǒ Governments

ǒ Publishers

ǒ Universities and researchers

CESAER
Our activities towards RRS



Governments



ǒ Ongoing developments across Europe on copyright laws with open access 

amendments, such as the Dutch Taverne Amendment and similar efforts in Belgium, 

Germany and France.

ǒ We strongly encourage their further deployment. 

ǒ We call on the European Commission to propose EU legislation to give researchers the 

non-waivable legal right to share publicly funded and peer-reviewed research findings 

without embargoes.

Å See: 

Governments
CESAERôs activities

https://www.cesaer.org/news/open-access-in-horizon-europe-469/

https://www.cesaer.org/news/open-access-in-horizon-europe-469/


Objective

ǒ Solve the problem óacross the boardô by addressing at legal level

Challenge

ǒ Legal amendments and new copyright laws take long time (e.g. new EU-level legislation 

take many years from conception to implementation)
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Publishers



ǒ All publishers must fully respect researchersô rights by providing clarity and 

transparency on Open Access

ǒ We demand publishers who act differently to reconsider their position and 

modernise, ensuring they play their part in providing fair and transparent conditions for 

authors.

ǒ Researchers who wish to deposit their author-accepted manuscript in a repository 

with an open license (e.g. CC BY), and without any embargo, must be able to do so.

ǒ See: 

Publishers
CESAERôs activities

https://www.cesaer.org/news/all-publishers-must-provide-researchers-with-clarity-and-

transparency-on-open-access-920/

https://www.cesaer.org/news/all-publishers-must-provide-researchers-with-clarity-and-transparency-on-open-access-920/


Objective

ǒ Seamless transition for researchers

Challenge

ǒ We are moving out of óawareness-raising phaseô, publishers who are okay with 

researchers retaining their rights have largely aligned already

ǒ This avenue therefore largely óstuckô
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Universities and their 
researchers



Universities and their researchers
With strong support by CESAER, EUA and ScienceEurope

https://www.cesaer.org/news/cesaer-

welcomes-rights-retention-strategy-

for-researchers-from-coalition-s-587/


