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CESAER

Our activities

s CESAER is a non-profit organization founded over 30 years ago

s We have 57 member universities in Europe and beyond

s Both technical universities and comprehensive universities with a strong focus on science
& technology are members

s We are an acknowledged stakeholder organization working closely with many EU
Institutions, notably the European Commission, Parliament and Council

s Our Members together have over 1 million students and
almost 100,000 academic staff

s Together we have many thousands of EU-funded projects

s And we have been awarded billions of Euros worth of European research funding
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CESAER

Our activities towards RRS

Open Access in Horizon Europe

On three levels

Today, we publish a position expressing our support for further strengthening open science and open access in Horizon Europe.

Governments

i CESAER _
s Publishers

. . OPEN ACCESS IN HORIZON EUROPE
6 U n |Ve rS Itl eS a.n d rese arC h e rS POSITION DATED 25™ FEBRUARY 2020

Recalling our position paper ‘CESAER going towards Open Science’ and ‘Roadmap towards Open
Access’, the universities of science and technology united in CESAER are proponents for open
science and open access to scientific publications. We support the transition towards making open
science the modus operandi in Horizon Europe. We acknowledge the laudable efforts by cOAlition
S - a group of national research funding organisations with the support of the European
Commission and the European Research Council - to ensure immediate open access to scientific
publications and we support ‘Plan S'. In line with our previous statements and our mission, aims
and values, we herewith present our advanced position on open access in Horizon Europe.

RETENTION OF RIGHTS AND LICENSES

We support the principles behind Plan S stating that researchers (or their universities) should
retain full rights to their scholarly works. For example, any ‘copyright transfer agreement’ where
researchers and universities hand over their rights (for their scholarly work or their research data)
must be avoided. The retention of rights by researchers and universities is vital as it enables the
full utilisation of research outcomes in diverse efforts across all areas of research, education and
innovation.

We further note the ongoing developments across Europe on copyright laws with open access
amendments, such as the Dutch Taverne Amendment and similar efforts in Belgium, Germany,
France and other countries. These developments help safeguard the rights of researchers and
universities, and we therefore strongly encourage their further deployment. We call on the
European Commission to propose EU legislation to give researchers the nonwaivable legal right
to share publicly funded and peer-reviewed research findings without embargoes.

As an association, we have adopted a creative commons license (CC BY) as the default license
for our own publications. We endorse the use of licenses for research outputs which are
conformant with the principles laid out in the 'Open Definition'. In short, any researcher who wishes
to share the findings contained in their peer-reviewed articles must be able to do so without
restrictinns_ar_emharnnes _This is what_nuhlishina_is_ahaut - ta_disseminate_research findinas
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Governments



Governments
CESAEROs acti vities

s Ongoing developments across Europe on copyright laws with open access
amendments, such as the Dutch Taverne Amendment and similar efforts in Belgium,

Germany and France.
s We strongly encourage their further deployment.

s We call on the European Commission to propose EU legislation to give researchers the
non-waivable legal right to share publicly funded and peer-reviewed research findings
without embargoes.

A See: https://www.cesaer.org/news/open-access-in-horizon-europe-469/
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Governments
Objective & Challenges

Objective

Solve the problem 6across the boardd by add

Challenge

s Legal amendments and new copyright laws take long time (e.g. new EU-level legislation
take many years from conception to implementation)
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Publishers



CESAEROs acti viti es

s All publishers mustfullyr e spect r es e a byploading darityandy ht s
transparency on Open Access

s We demand publishers who act differently to reconsider their position and

modernise, ensuring they play their part in providing fair and transparent conditions for
authors.

s Researchers who wish to deposit their author-accepted manuscript in a repository
with an open license (e.g. CC BY), and without any embargo, must be able to do so.

s See: https://www.cesaer.org/news/all-publishers-must-provide-researchers-with-clarity-and-
transparency-on-open-access-920/
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https://www.cesaer.org/news/all-publishers-must-provide-researchers-with-clarity-and-transparency-on-open-access-920/

Publishers
Objective & Challenges

Objective

s Seamless transition for researchers

Challenge

s We are moving oufaicel ngapwhrmrerdss publishers w
researchers retaining their rights have largely aligned already

This avenue therefore |l argely O0stucko
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Universities and their
researchers



Universities and their researchers
With strong support by CESAER, EUA and ScienceEurope

CESAER welcomes rights retention strategy for
researchers from cOAlition S

https://www.cesaer.org/news/cesaer-
welcomes-rights-retention-strateqy-
for-researchers-from-coalition-s-587,
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