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When 
8 November 2021 

10.30–16.30  CET 

09.30–15.30  GMT 

Where 
Online event 

Register 
Registration is 

available via Hopin: 

REGISTRATION 

 

 

Background 
CESAER, the International Sustainable Campus Network (ISCN), Science 

Europe and the University of Strathclyde share a strong commitment to boost 

the contributions of universities and research performing and funding 

organisations to ecological, economic and social sustainability. For this 

reason, we joined forces and co-organise this symposium in the fringe of 

COP26. 

In our vision, one of the ways in which academic and research communities 

world-wide can address the urgent global challenges is by uniting efforts 

towards the Net-Zero Transition. Realising this transition represents an 

enormously complex challenge requiring collaboration across all disciplines, 

communities, institutions and involving societies across the globe. 

Event 
The symposium brings together universities, national research performing 

organisations and research funding organisations to look at how we can 

collectively upgrade our ambitions, and how to work better together with non-

academic partners to shape knowledgeable societies for a sustainable future. 

It aims to address questions about how universities, research funding and 

performing organisations, can nurture researchers, teachers, students, 

support staff as well as leaders to deal with the breadth and complexity of the 

Net-Zero Transition. We aim to discuss how to transform our institutional 

practices, and build alliances with other actors, globally and locally. 

Call to Action 
In this context, we convened to launch a Call to Action based on our own 

commitments for the Net-Zero Transition. This Call is open to other partners, 

leaders, and the broad public, to join efforts towards the most pressing 

challenge of our time: climate change. 

https://hopin.com/events/science-for-zero-net-transition-linking-green-objectives-with-societal-developments
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Programme 

Monday 8 November 2021 
All times are in CET. 

10.30–11.00 Log on 

11.00–12.30 Session I – National and International Research 

Programmes for Net-Zero Transition 

 Based on examples of national and international funding and performing research 

programmes contributing to the Net-Zero Transition, panellists will reflect on how to 

increase collaboration between researchers and with non-academic sectors, what 

roles performing and funding organisations can play, how to promote cross-border 

collaboration, the design and implementation of effective research-policy interfaces, 

and better communicate science. 

 Introduction 

 Tim Bedford, Associate Principal of the University of Strathclyde 

 Moderator 

 Angelika Kalt, Director of Swiss National Science Foundation 

 Speakers 

 Ángeles Gómez Borrego, Vice-President of Spanish National Research Council 

 Anne-Hélène Prieur-Richard, Head of Department Environment, Ecosystem, 

Biological Resources of French National Research Agency 

 Mari Sundli Tveit, Director of Norwegian Research Council 

 Duncan Wingham, Executive Chair of Natural Environment Research Council, UK 

Research and Innovation 

12.30–13.00 Break 

13.00–14.30 Session II - Universities for Net-Zero Transition 

 Based on examples from their respective universities on how they are contributing to 

the Net-Zero transition (videos), the speakers will reflect upon the roles that 

universities play at the regional level and collaborating with academic and non-

academic partners. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9CK05a5kZurkczbT1Nc5S_bf5jJIS4Ya
https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/about-the-research-council/what-we-do/Executive-leadership-team/
https://www.ukri.org/about-us/our-structure/executive-committee/duncan-wingham/


 

3 

 Introduction 

 Tim Bedford, Associate Principal of the University of Strathclyde 

 Moderator 

 Santa Ono, President & Vice-Chancellor of University of British Columbia and 

President of University Climate Change Coalition (U3) 

 Speakers 

 William Lee, Vice Rector for Scientific Research of National Autonomous University 

of Mexico 

 Mikael Östling, Deputy President of KTH Royal Institute of Technology 

 Mamokgethi Phakeng, Vice-Chancellor of University of Cape Town 

 Wei Shyy, President of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

14.30–15.00 Break 

15.00–16.30 Session III - Systems Thinking and Approaches to 

Achieving Net-Zero Transition and Tackling 

Climate Change 

 A final panel discussion is aimed at synthesising concrete recommendations on how 

this cooperation could be improved and applied in different contexts and within 

different regional ecosystems. 

 Introduction 

 Lidia Borrell-Damián, Secretary General of Science Europe 

 Moderation 

 Tim Bedford, Associate Principal of the University of Strathclyde 

 Report from sessions I and II 

 Angelika Kalt, Director of Swiss National Science Foundation 

 Santa Ono, President & Vice-Chancellor of University of British Columbia and 

President of University Climate Change Coalition (U3) 

 Speakers 

 Gisou van der Goot, President of ISCN & Vice President at EPFL 

 Marc Schiltz, President of Science Europe & Secretary General of National Research 

Fund of Luxembourg 

 Sir Jim McDonald, President of Royal Academy of Engineering and Principal & Vice-

Chancellor of University of Strathclyde 

 Rik Van de Walle, President of CESAER and Rector of Ghent University 

16.30 End of event 

https://liigh.unam.mx/profile/dr-william-lee/
https://www.kth.se/profile/mostling
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ALeKk02eSX0pomn-S5GCbuaX8uZCK8m-Lw:1618816509699&q=Mamokgethi+Phakeng&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3SK5KSjJJf8Royi3w8sc9YSmdSWtOXmNU4-IKzsgvd80rySypFJLgYoOy-KR4uJC08SxiFfJNzM3PTk8tychUCMhIzE7NSwcAKey7nVsAAAA
https://president.hkust.edu.hk/
https://www.epfl.ch/about/vice-presidencies/vice-presidency-for-responsible-transformation-vpt/
https://www.fnr.lu/marc-schiltz-re-elected-president-of-science-europe/
https://www.ugent.be/en/ghentuniv/organization/rector

